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Harwood-in-Teesdale Special Invertebrate Site

Habitats

Flower-rich grassland and bare areas

A sheltered, wildflower-rich grassland
which includes knapweed, devil’s-bit
scabious, hogweed and great burnet, with
damper areas of soft rush and
meadowsweet. With its sheltered
topography and nearby bare cliffs, this is
fantastic habitat for nectar-and pollen-
feeders, plant bugs and active species

requiring basking areas.

River, riparian trees and river shingle

The Harwood beck flows through the site,
with fast riffles, slower side pools and
areas of coarse and fine river shingle. This
supports a range of freshwater
invertebrates and river shingle specialists.
Riparian trees include willow, rowan and
sycamore, providing shelter for emerging
riverflies and structure and food plants for
other invertebrates.

Cultural Organization . Global Geopark

Species

Sheltered grassland is
habitat for hoverfly,
Platycheirus manicatus,
and small tortoiseshell
butterflies (pictured).

Flowers support
declining broken-belted
bumblebees (pictured)
and moss carder bees,
as well as cryptic and
heath bumblebees.

The river is home to
stonefly, Perla
bipunctata (pictured),
plus small silver sedge
and small yellow sedge
caddisflies.

Ruddy highflyer moth
larvae feed on willows
while common carpet
moth (pictured) larvae
feed on bedstraw here.

Parasitic wasp,
Amblyteles armatorius,
potato capsid bugs
(pictured) and spear
thistle lacebugs feed on
flowers at this site.

Damp areas are used by
hoverflies Platycheirus
granditarsus and the
footballer hoverfly

(pictured).



Harwood-in-Teesdale invertebrate survey route
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Key habitats and features

Brown Hil Parking area

= = = Directions to survey route
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Hunt Hall

River shingle
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