
Widdybank Fell Special Invertebrate Site 

Habitats Species 

Peat bog, running water and shingle 

A number of small sykes, with areas of 

river shingle, flow past the survey route. 

Along with the peat bog, featuring pools 

and sphagnum moss, this provides a range 

of niches for freshwater invertebrates and 

bog and shingle specialists.  

Flower-rich grassland and bare areas 

Hardy, low-growing species, including 

mountain pansy, wild thyme, alpine 

bistort and tormentil, are found here 

within the sugar limestone grassland. 

Along with abundant thistles, these plants 

provide food sources and important areas 

of structure at this exposed site. Sheltered 

bare areas provide basking habitat. 

Moorland 

Large areas of heather and bilberry 

growing on peat provide food sources, in 

particular for late summer pollinators, 

structure and vital areas of shelter.  

Upland craneflies, Tipula 

montana and Tipula 

alpium, bog hoverfly and 

red-legged St Mark’s fly 

(pictured) use this site.  

Specialist beetles 

include hieroglyphic 

ladybird (pictured), 

Lesteva monticola, 

Philhygra arctica and 

Carabus glabratus.  

Moorland provides food 

plants for caterpillars of 

light knot grass moth, 

common heath moth, 

broom moth and  

emperor moth 

(pictured). 

Local bug, Salda littoralis 

(pictured), is found on 

the river shingle, while 

caddisflies, like Agapetus 

fuscipes, live in sykes. 

Spiders, Hypselistes 

jacksoni and Antistea 

elegans, are found on 

the bog. Spear thistle 

lacebugs (pictured) use 

the grassland. 

Declining moss carder 

bees (pictured) use 

flowering plants. Beetle, 

Nebria salina, is found 

on bare areas.  
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Widdybank Fell invertebrate survey route 
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Terrain: the directions and survey route 

follows a tarmacked road with areas of 

uneven, rough track and boardwalk, which 

can sometimes be slippery. 

Survey route length: 1.3 miles 

The habitats either side of the track are very 

fragile. Please remain on the survey route. 

Please be aware that the track on-site is, at 

times, used by vehicles.  
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Key habitats and features

Parking area

Directions to survey route

D Start and end point

Survey route

Running water

Bare area

Flower-rich grassland

Moorland

Peat bog

River shingle

Stone feature
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