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The North Pennines Geology and Landscape 
Primary Education Pack is intended to provide 
teachers with background information and a 
detailed set of practical activities to develop 
a challenging block of work around a day visit 
to any of the six identified sites in the North 
Pennines.

Although the pack is intended to celebrate the 
unique geology and geography of the North 
Pennines, a European Geopark, the work 
provides great opportunities for practical maths 
skills, fieldwork skills, writing of various genre, 
art and science work.  Aspects of rocks and soils, 
human interaction with the environment, rivers, 
contrasting localities and scientific methodology 
are the most obvious content areas covered.

The suggested approach to using the pack 
would be for the teacher to select one of the 
six sites and visit using the notes and suggested 
activities.  Teachers could pick, mix and adapt 
the activities suggested both for the visit and 
for the follow-up tasks.

For each site there is a map work exercise, a 
one-day visit to the site with children working 
on selected tasks as a class or in small groups, 
and up to five follow-up sessions either working 
up or interpreting data collected or using the 
experience to stimulate creative work. But 
don’t forget to leave time to enjoy and reflect 
when out and about!

WHAT ARE THE AIMS OF THE 
EDUCATION PACK?

The North Pennines Geology and Landscape 
Primary Education Pack aims to highlight 
fieldwork opportunities at six sites across the 
North Pennines.  Aspects of the geography and 
science curriculum will form the basis of the 
fieldwork but the fieldwork will also act as a 
stimulus for further work in the classroom.

The pack identifies the six sites across the 
North Pennines, with good access and facilities 
that can be used for the study of Earth sciences. 
Details of the fieldwork that can be undertaken 
are outlined in full with resource materials 
provided.  A range of activities and resources 
are then provided for use in the classroom 
based on six 1-2  hour sessions.  The pack also 
identifies the hazards at each site as a basis for 
a risk assessment.

In addition three Geo-activity Trails, aimed at 
Key Stages 2 – 3, have been developed which 
complement the Geological Trails produced by 
the North Pennines AONB Partnership.

Alongside the education pack a ‘Rock Box’ with 
suggested activities and a North Pennines Game 
are available for loan.

LINKS TO THE PRIMARY 
CURRICULUM

The recently published independent review 
of the Primary Curriculum (Rose review) 
recommends a structure, which provides a 
much greater degree of flexibility in the delivery 
of the curriculum.  It encourages the integration 
of work into meaningful units without diluting 
the essential characteristics of the individual 
subjects. Two of the six suggested “areas of 
learning” embrace, historical, geographical 
and social understanding and scientific and 
technological understanding.  These units built 
around fieldwork days fit well into such a 
curriculum.

1. Aims of the Primary 
Education Pack
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FIELDWORK SITES AND DETAILS OF WORK
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FIELDWORK CODE

Whilst undertaking fieldwork in the North Pennines it is important to observe the Countryside Code and 
ensure the safety of those participating in the fieldwork. A code for fieldwork in the North Pennines is 
presented in bookmark form here:
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