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DETECTIVE MAP WORK
Use the O.S. map extract and the symbols for this site and in small groups complete the following:

1. As a group discuss and attempt the following and be prepared to feed back to the class:

2. Grid references

As a group complete the grid below:

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
In troduc tor y Ac t i v i t y  1 -  Pup i l  Resource  Sheet  1
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Ordnance Survey Map Symbols
Pup i l  Resource  Sheet

Town hallTH

National

County (England)

National Park boundary

Civil Parish (CP)

Clubhouse

ROADS AND PATHS
SELECTED TOURIST AND
LEISURE INFORMATION

RAILWAYS

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

Parking

Information centre

Motorway
M1 or A6 (M)

Dual carriagewayA35

Narrow road with passing places

Road under construction

Main road
A30

Road generally more than 4m wide

Other road, drive or track, fenced and unfenced

Path

Multiple track

Single track

Footpath

BOUNDARIES

Bridleway

Road generally less than 4m wide

Secondary roadB3074

Public convenience

Public house

Telephone

Golf course or links

Campsite / caravan site

Country park

Walks

Picnic site

Viewpoint

GENERAL FEATURES

Place of worship

Building

Bus or coach station

Triangulation pillar

Boundary post / stone

Windmill

Police station

Footbridge

Post Office

Monument

School

BP/BS

CH

FB

Mon

PO

Pol Sta

Sch
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ORGANISATIONAL DETAILS

Aim of field work
To look at the factors that  influenced the 
landscape around Talkin Tarn and to carry out a 
survey of visitors’ views.

Target Group
Key Stage 2 geography, science, rocks and soils 
and may be suitable for some aspects of Key 
Stage 1 

Location
Talkin Tarn Country Park, Cumbria

Practical Details

Tarn that is suitable for coaches. Parking 
charges apply.

café, a play area and education facilities. 
Talkin Tarn is owned and managed 
by Carlisle City Council. For more 
information visit the Education Centre 
or Telephone (01228) 817000 or e-mail:
customerservices@carlisle.gov.uk

Useful maps

Safety Issues:

way around Talkin Tarn.

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
F i e l dwork  Out l i ne  -  Teache r  Resource  Sheet
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HAZARDS IDENTIFICATION SHEET
The following notes will help teachers conduct their own risk assessments. This is not a risk assessment 
and teachers should follow guidelines from the Department of Children, Schools and Families.



UNDERTAKING THE FIELDWORK

1. The landscape of Talkin Tarn
The landscape of Talkin Tarn has been influenced by both physical and human processes The table below 
provides information about each stop on the circular walk around the tarn and pupils can record the 
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2. The future of Talkin Tarn
Talkin Tarn is now owned and managed by Carlisle City Council who have spent more than £1 million 
on improvements including new educational facilities, new toilets, a play area, better access for disabled 

the council wish to develop a management plan for the whole site incorporating the views of user 

a questionnaire that looks at the views of visitors to the park to find out what they like/dislike and the 
improvements they would like to see.  Pupils could add additional questions to the survey.



THE LANDSCAPE OF TALKIN TARN
ACTIVITY 1a) With the aid of an O.S. map describe the location of Talkin Tarn Country Park..

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
Pup i l  Resource  Sheet  2

b) Draw a field sketch of Talkin Tarn Country Park from the view in front of you.  Add the following labels:

    Tarn  Ridges  Beech woodland

  Farmland Hotel  Boathouse  North Pennine hills
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ACTIVITY 2
Use the following words to describe how kettle holes are formed

Covered with sediment  Ice retreating  Hollow or depression formed

Block of ice  20,000 years ago Ice melted 1Km of ice Filled with water:

ACTIVITY 3
a) Use the following words to complete the paragraph below describing how eskers are formed:

River  Sand and gravel  Ice sheet  Ridges

Eskers are elongated, winding     of    . 

Eskers are formed by streams flowing in or below the     . 

They carry sand and gravel that infill these ice-walled     channels. The 

material that makes up the eskers will give an indication of where the ice sheet has moved from.

b. The sheep scrape or molehills expose what the esker is made of – a mixture of sand and a range 
of different sized rocks.  In groups of 4 randomly choose 30 rocks from the sheep scrape or molehills.  
Complete the chart below using the rock identification guide on Pupil Information Sheet 1:
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c) How many of each type of rock have you got?

d) On the geology map below mark arrows to show where the different rocks you have found in the esker must 
have come from to get to Talkin Tarn.
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ACTIVITY 4
Describe how people in the past believed Talkin Tarn was formed:

ACTIVITY 5
Describe how people have influenced the landscape of Talkin Tarn:
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ROCK IDENTIFICATION GUIDE

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
Pup i l  In format ion Sheet  1

Carboniferous limestone from
the North Pennines

Carboniferous sandstone from
the North Pennines

Granite from the Cheviots

Permian red sandstone from the Eden Valley Quartz (could be from a variety of places)
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THE MYTH OF TALKIN TARN

There are dark grottoes in the high mountains.  And tarns deep and cold, bottomless pits of murky water.  And in 
some few favoured spots, dark grottoes and murky tarns together.
Such was the site of the Demon’s Lair ……….

Tarn of Eternity
By Frank Tymon

There seems to be something very mysterious and magical about Talkin Tarn.  Whether this is the affect 
it has on people’s imagination or something altogether more sinister we leave you to decide.  Certainly 
something draws people to Talkin Tarn, sometimes never to be seen again.

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
Pup i l  In format ion Sheet  2
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Other legends of Talkin Tarn

Over the years there have been other stories and myths about Talkin Tarn...

“The Apparition”

In September 2002 23 people claimed to have seen “a bloody apparition” walk from the lake in broad 
daylight.  This apparently made front page news in the local papers.

People linked the “ghost” to a story of a murder;  A local, rich nobleman promised to marry his sweetheart, 
Jessie.  However, he was also engaged to another woman.  When Jessie discovered this, she threatened to 
visit his house near Talkin and spill the beans.  The man persuaded Jessie to go for a romantic stroll around 
the tarn.  There he murdered her and buried her in a shallow grave.  However, the lake rose in heavy rain 
and uncovered her body.

The crashed helicopter

In 2007 a helicopter flew from Carlisle and for some reason crashed into the tarn.  Is it still there?

World War II boating death

Two servicemen on leave from the war were fooling around in rowing boats.  One fell in and his body was 
never recovered.

Divers investigate

A diving expedition in 2008 searched the lake for the helicopter parts, signs of the old village and anything 
else interesting.  They found fish, pond weed and old bottles from Brampton brewery but nothing else.



VISITOR SURVEY AT TALKIN TARN

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
Pup i l  Resource  Sheet  3
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An information leaflet for visitors to Talkin Tarn Country Park 
(opportunities for literacy genres and oracy).

This activity is based on designing an advertising leaflet or flier for Talkin Tarn Country Park:

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
Fol low-up Act iv i t y  1
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TRADITIONAL TALES AND MYTHS
(Opportunities, literary genres and oracy)
There are many traditional tales told from the North Pennines of witches, kings, treasure, magic and 
enchantment.  You have already heard the myth that surrounds Talkin Tarn!  You are going to produce your 
own traditional tale or myth.

from the map we liked:

Toppin castle  Bowbank  Cleasketts  Midges holme

Green riggs Theifside cottages Unthank Scarrowmanwick fell

(or use some of ours if you want to).

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
Fol low-Up Act i v i t y  2  -  Pup i l  Resource Sheet 4
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a) Use the boxes below to compile the results of your responses.  You may also want to produce a 
set of class results.  Use tally marks as you go through each questionnaire and after you have gone 
through all your results add a total to the box at the end.

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
Fol low-Up Act i v i t y  3  -  Pup i l  Resource Sheet 5



b) Write a short report on what visitors would like to see at Talkin Tarn, presenting your results as 
graphs.
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TALKIN TARN - THE FUTURE
How should Talkin Tarn be developed?  Should it be kept the same or changed?

Building a new lakeside restaurant

Talkin Tarn, Cumbria
Fol low-Up Act i v i t y  4
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